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FOREWORD 

Today, I  had a conference call with Landscape Architecture Institute staf members of the 
Ukrainian National Forest University in Lviv. Not an easy conversation; until we started to 
speak about ландшафт, landscape. Minds began detaching themselves from horrors of the pre-
sent and shifted towards the future as soon as we moved our conversation to landscape, towards 
a future in a better landscape to which we all will contribute. People immediately started to 
make plans: Which knowledge and skills do we need? How might we build capacity? Which 
research is necessary to understand the many facets of the Ukrainian landscape? How might 
we prepare landscape architecture for the role it should play in the reconstruction of not only 
physical landscape, but also the mental one that gives a shared foundation to a disrupted society? 

With a terrible war raging at the time of this writing, the content of this book appears in a 
new light to me. Its chapters present multiple stories from a discipline that has always believed 
in the idea of a better future, and that will continue to do so. While landscape design education 
unfolded, during the past 200 years, the conditions for achieving positive impact have grown 
and become more challenging. Our individual share of expanding bodies of knowledge is 
becoming proportionally smaller, day-by-day, as science in all felds is advancing rapidly. At the 
same time, the impact of our individual behaviour on this world becomes larger, day-by-day. 
What is it that a landscape architect really needs to know? We will continue to ask this question. 
However, one aspect seems to be certain: landscape architects have to be able to build trust. 

My special thanks go to Stefanie Hennecke, Diedrich Bruns, and the editorial team at 
Kassel University for their fantastic work on this book. I also thank the landscape architecture 
academic community, both European and international, for sharing their valuable knowledge 
about landscape architecture education. This knowledge will become the basis for envisioning a 
better future also for our own educational practice. There is much to do. Let us do it! 

Ellen Fetzer 
ECLAS President since 2018 

April 2022 
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editorial assistant, with great diligence and endless patience, to organize hundreds of documents 
into one coherent fle, and who greatly supported the project. We also thank Chanda Hess, 
research assistant and great aide in reviewing manuscripts, and Margarete Arnold for generating 
graphic illustrations. Any remaining mistakes are the responsibility of the editors. 

Finally, our thanks go to all authors who, each in their own way, committed themselves to 
developing the feld of education studies. In the wonderful collaboration we are fortunate to 
have enjoyed since the fall of 2019, contour and structure of the feld emerged that provide the 
context for studies of planning education in general and of landscape architecture education in 
particular. The feld is on a good way of acquiring a high degree of legitimacy as an exciting 
area of research. 

Diedrich Bruns and Stefanie Hennecke 
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1 
BROADENING THE OUTLOOK, 

EXPANDING HORIZONS 
Diedrich Bruns and Stefanie Hennecke 

Landscape architecture education – a promising feld of study 

Today, in 2023, 200 years after the Prussian Gärtnerlehranstalt (Gardener Academy) started ofer-
ing formal design education in 1823, professional landscape architecture programmes are avail-
able to students in all parts of the world. The time has come to talk of lessons learned and about 
shaping the future. Aiming to ofer a diverse international voice, this handbook reports on 
education studies by way of weaving together societal and political context and the emergence 
of education where landscape architecture programmes exist, and where they are new or cur-
rently planned. As the discipline is expanding, there is much to add to the recent educational 
tiering that is trying to make sense of the older (European and North American) models. As 
academics in diferent areas of the world are developing education, explicit discussions of their 
stories would prove helpful in being more inclusive than we have been. As they are building and 
justifying new programmes with landscape emphasis, educators and academic administrators in 
Africa, Asia, Australia, the Middle East, and Latin America may fnd an interest in the reports 
compiled in this volume. In the same vein, education and education research should be moving 
along the global sustainability agenda, aiming for an inclusion of people and places that are most 
efected by landscape sustainability challenges. 

During the 2019 Conference at Ås, Norway, ECLAS, the European Council of Landscape 
Architecture Schools, presented two books, The Routledge Handbook of Teaching Landscape, and 
Teaching Landscape: The Studio Experience (Jørgensen et al. 2019, 2020). These books provide a 
“wide-ranging overview of teaching landscape subjects (. . .) refecting diferent perspectives and 
practices at university-level landscape curricula. Focusing on the didactics of landscape education”, 
the books present and discuss “pedagogy, teaching traditions, experimental teaching methods and 
new teaching principles” (Jørgensen et al. 2019). While these books describe learning processes 
and provide examples that help understand how learning takes place, the Routledge Handbook on 
Landscape Architecture Education reports on research into higher education, including politics and 
policy, schools and people, ideas and visions, and experiments that constitute the past, present, 
and future of education. It covers four levels (or cycles) of learning; undergraduate (bachelor’s) 
and graduate (master’s) programmes, post-graduate or doctoral studies, and continuing education. 

Fifty years ago, in 1973, Gary O. Robinnette had published Landscape Architectural Education, 
arguably the frst scholarly treatment of education in the feld.1 In the introduction, he reports 
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on “glaring gaps” in information available about education and expresses hopes that “this com-
pendium” will “spin-of or generate many other studies, dissertations and books”. Education 
studies have been gaining prominence ever since. Practitioners rate education as one of the 
most “useful” research domains for the discipline (Meijering et al. 2015, p. 91). Scholars are 
interested in stories of individual schools that left educational legacies, for example in Britain 
(Lancaster 1986; Roe 2007; Woudstra 2010), in Germany (Nothhelfer 2008; Hennecke 2021), 
Norway and Sweden (Jørgensen and Torbjörn 1999), and the USA (Zube 1986). The feld of 
education studies expanded into taking international views (for example Birli 2016; Fischer and 
Wolschke-Bulmahn 2016; Gao and Egoz 2019), discussing questions of specializations such as 
landscape planning (for example Steinitz 1986; Ogrin 1994), teacher-student interaction (for 
example Austerlitz et al. 2002; Smith and Boyer 2015), and the role of science in design educa-
tion (for example Nassauer 1985; Corner 1997). 

The Routledge Handbook of Landscape Architecture Education aims for landscape architecture to 
join the ranks of disciplines that systematically engage in education research, including educa-
tion history research, defning education as a special subject of study distinct from but, from 
case to case, linked to research into professional practice. Primary purposes of the book are to 
document the state and to advance the study of landscape architecture education, and to articu-
late what constitutes high-quality research in this feld. Taking a wide geographic scope, the 
reports collected in this volume bear witness to the events of education unfolding over a wide 
space and a long time. Readers may compare stories, reported from six continents that occurred 
over the course of two centuries. Examining landscape architecture education history, policy, 
programmes and practice in diverse learning environments, chapter authors explore the roles 
that educators, institutions, and methods play in shaping educational outcomes. 

Tying many stories together, this book ofers a multifaceted narrative. Reading its chapters 
together afords exploring parallels and diferences among countries, schools, and people with 
regard, for example, to programme-building, pedagogic development, institutional framework, 
genealogy of ideas, and learning resources such as textbooks. Comparisons at the international 
level are possible, building on synchronic and diachronic juxtapositions of cases, for a number 
of purposes (Tilly 1984). First, everyone benefts from looking into diferent parts of the world 
and at happenings at diferent periods: By bringing out the singular features of each particular 
case makes understanding of one’s own education practice easier. We can assess how much of 
it might be unique, or not, and benchmark our performance. The second purpose being to 
reveal divergences and variations within the greater realm of landscape architectural educa-
tion. We can draw new insights, generalizations, demonstrating how some assumptions about 
landscape architecture education hold good from case to case and others do not. Third, only 
by including more than just a handful of cases, can we reliably use comparison also to develop 
educational typologies and models with considerable generality and wide range of applicability. 
Attention is called for to limitations associated with adopting comparison as a mode of analysis. 
Reliability of a comparison depends on the selection of the cases included (for example from 
the southern and northern parts of the world) and context considered (time, societal structure, 
size of country, and other). To reach acceptable levels of reliability, more research and cases are 
needed. The premise is that both education and education research should be evidence-based 
and theory-based. 

Ambitions and opportunities 

Landscape architecture education research is part of the branch of higher education research 
dealing with professional forms of learning (Jarvis 1983). Categories of inquiry are research 
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about education, for education, and through teaching and learning practice. Contributions to this 
compendium mainly belong to the frst category and partly to the second category. They are 
about the history of landscape architecture education, the institutes of higher learning and their 
staf who facilitate professional learning. They include, for example, studies into programmes 
and curricula, schools and resources, learning methods and formats, and so forth. Education 
history, a branch of historical research that studies disciplinary history, acquaints us with gene-
alogies of individuals and ideas, visions, experiments, and lessons that constitute education in 
the feld. Research for and in support of teaching and learning includes, for example, case stud-
ies where educators and education studies focus on studio, and on teacher-learner interaction. 

Aiming to becoming part of the wider feld of Higher Education Research, landscape archi-
tecture scholars are looking to reach new horizons, including opportunities to publish fndings 
in more than one of the 80 academic journals of global distribution in the feld (Tight 2018)2. 
A challenging vision, for, at least in the past, educators did “not write extensively” (Robinette 
1973, p. vii). Searching content inventories and analysing thematic coverage of Landscape Jour-
nal, Landscape Research, and Landscape and Urban Planning reveals how, for a long time, education 
and pedagogy were among “the least conferred subjects”, while, more recently, numbers of 
articles started to grow (Powers and Walker 2009, p. 104; Gobster et al. 2010; Gobster 2014; 
Vicenzotti et al. 2016). When landscape architecture scholars did venture into publishing fnd-
ings from education studies in peer-reviewed journals, only a small number of papers included 
empirical research based on sound sampling of reliable evidence (Meijering et al. 2015). Doing 
research was mainly part of educational practice (Vroom 1994). Studies are of the research-
through-education type; they are practitioner-led and localized in focus. Educator-researchers 
are looking into their own teaching and the learning experiences of their students. Occasionally, 
educators conduct evidence-based research, such as studies aimed to determine efective means 
of teaching, learning, and efective structural and instructional designs of university courses 
(for example: Brown et al. 1994; Stoltz and Brown 1994). The early education research can 
be categorized as “insider research” where it is easy to recruit (and obtain consent from) study 
participants, and the researcher has a deep understanding (opinion and bias) of the context and 
culture in which the study is conducted (Trowler 2014). 

Since it is difcult to extract generally applicable evidence from a few singular cases that 
engage short-lived projects, the number and the time span of investigations must increase. Two 
approaches are to (1) engage in trials and longitudinal research to collect empirical evidence, 
and (2) generate an overview of and connect past and current research activities around the 
globe. Following up on Jørgensen et al. (2020) who made the start and collected substantial 
numbers of existing cases on studio teaching, the Handbook of Landscape Architecture Education 
goes a step further and links hitherto disparate educational studies from diferent countries and 
perspectives. To realize greater research and reporting ambitions, in the future researchers might 
pool resources needed for larger investigations and collaborate internationally and interdiscipli-
narily in pursuing long-term studies, such as repeated surveys and responding, for example, to 
challenges of developing sustainability education. 

To comply with research ethics, the potential tensions between the educator’s professional 
role (e.g. as a lecturer) and their role as “insider researcher” need addressing (Israel and Hay 
2006). In the same vein, education research needs to consider and promote principles of inclu-
siveness as stipulated for all qualitative research (Czymoniewicz-Klippel 2010). Scholars will 
become aware of their ethical responsibilities and take inclusive research approaches serious. 
Taking inclusion a step further, they also must fnd ways to capture the diversity of landscape 
architecture education refecting the cultural (and other) richness it exhibits in the many coun-
tries in which it practices. Together, the authors of this handbook take the initiative to compare, 
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as many experiences and models as possible, making the case that taking international perspec-
tives is indispensable not only from ethical points of view, but also for enabling comparative 
analysis that includes the breadth and complexity of the world’s landscape architecture educa-
tion. The ambition, then, is to prepare a foundation of the solidity required for theory building. 

From professional introspection to interdisciplinary research 

Working at a university requires of academic staf to engage in systematic research, a challenging 
task for an originally non-academic discipline. In addition, landscape architecture, in particular, is 
a feld researched by people working within and by way of looking inward, examining one’s own 
achievements, and one’s own values, even opinions. The same holds for higher education where 
learning and teaching is the sector of activity that researchers study. In the future, the discipline 
will require signifcant advances in performing, reporting and discussing education research. This 
research will be basic and applied; it will combine disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches. 

Research expertise can, but need not reside in a single scholar. For conducting “interdisci-
plinary” studies, in the past, individual scholars acquired expertise in, for example, education 
research, historic research, and so forth. However, it might prove advantageous to distrib-
ute expertise across research teams in which researchers from diferent disciplines collaborate 
(Singer et al. 2012, p. 2). Academics who move between disciplines need a particular set of skills 
and knowledge if they should wish to undertake structured enquiry into learning and teaching 
practice (Cleaver et al. 2014). For many landscape architecture scholars, the focus and aims of 
higher education research will be diferent to their disciplinary and subject-based research. It 
may require developing new research approaches, and using new methodologies. There would 
be great interest and scope in learning about a variety of approaches to doing research. Inter-
disciplinary teams are able to raise questions or point at issues that are overlooked, or taken for 
granted, within one discipline alone. Both education and history research developed speciali-
zations, for example language education and history, business education and history, science 
education and history; now also landscape architecture education and history. Both education 
and history can be viewed as “exporter” disciplines with educators and historians contributing 
to other disciplinary areas. 

Engaging in interdisciplinary research opens up opportunities for landscape architecture 
scholars to publish outside of discipline-based journals. Discipline-specifc education research 
is of concern not only to the discipline itself but is of interest also to education in general, and 
to history, policy, and other areas. Good work will gain the attention for example of historians 
who are interested in histories of education as a way of discussing professional history. In return, 
education, pedagogy and history researchers might take the opportunity and publish fndings in 
professional journals including landscape architecture. Filling the reporting gap between educa-
tion- and profession-based research; landscape architecture might take architecture and planning 
as examples. Journals such as the Journal of Architectural Education (JAE) and the European Asso-
ciation for Architectural Education bring research in the feld of professional education from 
diferent scholars and countries together. In planning, scholars publish reports on education in 
Planning Perspectives (Hennecke et al. 2018), the Journal of Planning History (Hise 2006), and in 
books on planning history (Hein 2018). 

Spanning across disciplinary boundaries, applying mixed methods 

Staying focussed on education is a major challenge to anyone disciplinarily rooted. The curious 
scholar is tempted to stray into the depths of design and landscape history each time we study 
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education. We get all excited about the wealth of information gained by reading old books 
and journals, and through site visits, expert interviews, and from documents found in archives 
and museums. Repeatedly, while discovering the ages through words, images, artefacts and 
the built environment, we need to remind ourselves how our subject is education. We defne 
the study of education as a sub-feld of its own right within the disciplinary feld of landscape 
architecture (see Figure 1.1). As landscape architecture history is set within the wider feld of 
planning history, landscape architecture education history contributes to the history of plan-
ning education. 

Education researchers tend to make use of generic research methods, such as literature and 
documentary analysis, surveys, interviews, and mixed methods of biographical studies. Land-
scape architecture education research also uses conceptual, observational and experimental 
methods that scholars have specifcally developed in the context of teaching and learning prac-
tice. They are of special interest to the education feld as few of the kind are reported in educa-
tion research journals (Tight 2020). Overcoming discipline-specifc boundaries, the scholars 
presenting research fndings in this book apply a mixed methods approach. They took no small 
investment of energy to learn the ground rules of historic and education research; compiled and 
analyzed a great variety of sources; and put diverse content into regional, historic, and typologi-
cal context. Methods that chapter authors primarily used include: 

• Citation searching and searching relevant electronic databases and Internet sources for 
books, journal articles, surveys on study programmes, curricula, staf and student rosters, 
and so forth. 

• Handsearching: Papers and reports which are not indexed in electronic databases and 
that appear in printed-only periodicals and conference proceedings of professional asso-
ciations and publications of organizations, interviews printed in journals and univer-
sity periodicals, documentations of research projects, documentation of special events 
such as anniversaries, inauguration and retirement, documentation of curriculum vitae, 
obituaries. 

Figure 1.1 Landscape architecture education research is part of education studies and includes education 
history research. As Education Studies correspond to general Science Studies, research into 
professional education corresponds to research about Landscape Architecture as a professional 
feld, including its history. 

Source: Visualized by Diedrich Bruns with credit to Margarete Arnold. 
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• Archival searches: Authors delved into institutional archives, sampled and assessed what 
they found, such as student fles and student’s works, minutes of political and administrative 
meetings, study programme planning, correspondence, and much more. 

• Conversations: Several researchers engaged in correspondence and conducted and recorded 
interviews with education administrators and practitioners, and analyzed the content, 
compared statements. 

• Experience reports: Some authors used their own experience as administrators and man-
agers, as teachers, as networkers, as people who are active in day-to-day teaching, in the 
conception and establishment of study programmes. 

• Quantitative studies: Making use of social science methods, some researchers conducted 
empirical studies in class; invited educators and administrators to respond to surveys and 
questionnaires. 

For landscape architecture education research to become truly interdisciplinary, however, the 
feld would in the future need to include scholars from education, history, sociology, library 
science, and others. Research methods from a number of diferent felds, combined efectively 
with frameworks and techniques from planning, would provide a more robust understanding of 
education in the feld of landscape architecture. 

Structure and content of the book 

The book has four parts framed by introduction and conclusions. Part I  introduces the feld 
of landscape architecture education research and links eight contributions that address three 
central challenges: (1) historical awareness and responsibility in the profession, (2) international 
networking, and (3) education for sustainable development. At (1), Deming analyzes observa-
tions from several years of teaching history. By collecting and comparing ideas and paradigms 
that appear in landscape architecture debates and practice, she traces how they evolve over 
time and discusses what they mean in the world today. In the same vein, Qviström and Jansson 
employ student projects, looking into densifcation as an example of ideas that designers pursue 
in a dogmatic manner. Combining landscape and planning history to examine contemporary 
debates, they argue for refexive and critical examinations of discourses or taken-for-granted 
practices. At (2), Stiles discusses the role of international exchange in the development of land-
scape architecture education. Lička et al. as members of the International Network of European 
Landscape Architecture Archives (NELA) explain the role of archival material. At (3), seeking 
explanations for some of the complex und multifaceted challenges of teaching and learning, 
four scholars are presenting examples of learning for sustainability. Fetzer discusses the emerg-
ing role of landscape architecture in the light of a global sustainability agenda. Geelmuyden is 
investigating how programme managers and educators may fnd a balance between theory and 
practice. Galan makes the case for conceptual models and integrative thinking by analyzing a 
new educational format. Li discusses pedagogy and didactics in the context of Education for 
Sustainable Development. 

Parts II, III, and IV report on past and current education development. Part II “Agendas 
and Standards” compiles fndings on early study programmes. Fifteen chapters tell stories of 
how university education began in Europe and North America. Taking 19th-century voca-
tional schools and colleges as their point of departure, Birli et al. present education pioneers 
who were involved in establishing the frst schools and educational requirements in Europe. 
Dümpelmann discusses beginnings of education in the USA. Taking biographic approaches, 
Jørgensen, Hopstock, Csepely-Knorr, Duarte Rodrigues, and Debie present fndings about 
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instructors who were the frst to ofer landscape architecture programmes in Norway, Germany, 
the United Kingdom, Portugal, and the Netherlands. Employing methods of document and 
literature analysis, Gröning traces ideologies of National Socialism that afect landscape archi-
tecture education, in this case. Mexi chronicles the education history of Romania, a country 
located at the crossroads of Central, Eastern, and Southeastern Europe. Krippner and Lička 
present studies from Austria, and von Schwerin and Richter from Switzerland. Kamenecki and 
Pereković explore the education history of Croatia, Fekete that of Hungary. Tóth et al. compare 
educational developments in Slovakia and the Czech Republic as an example of countries that 
experienced waves of unity and separation. 

Part III “Broadening the Common Ground”, includes examples for regions where garden 
and landscape design cultures have developed for centuries, but the introduction of study pro-
grammes was conducted mainly or partly independently from antecendents of landscape archi-
tecture. In fve chapters from China, Japan, the Middle East, Italy, and France, their authors 
invite us to follow the path of ideas, which, in the history of garden design, frst emerge in 
Asian and Arabian cultures, then in Mediterranean and other European countries and beyond. 
Takatori, Lin, and Gao present studies on Japanese and Chinese education. With reference to 
schools of the Arabian world, Makhzoumi reports on landscape architecture education in the 
Lebanon. Representing the Mediterranean Region, Rinaldi and Mazzino highlight the Italy 
case. For examples from north of the Alps, Blanchon et al. report on cases from France. 

In Part IV “Aiming for Justice, Reconciliation, and Decolonization”, 17 authors discuss 
insights into the search for models in the introduction of study programmes in regions that 
are experiencing efects of social and political transition that landscape architecture educa-
tion addresses. By implementing a practice of educational policies of justice, reconciliation 
and decolonization, we are advancing the discipline as a whole. Pertinent research includes, 
for example, comparing educational and design traditions and developments east and west of 
the (former) Iron Curtain, and south and north of the Equator, also comparing education in 
diferent societal and political contexts, diferent institutional settings, and diferent schools of 
thought. Regarding concepts of design and landscape, we learn about considering diferent 
design cultures, how diferent landscape words meaning diferent things, and how many peo-
ples use diferent words altogether for expressing design and landscape ideas. European cases 
include examples from countries where universities developed landscape architecture education 
in the context of political changes for example after the fall of the Iron Curtain. In this group, 
Teqja investigates the case of Albania. Cieśla and Rędzińska are looking for a balance between 
scientifc knowledge and political realities by examining educational programmes in Poland. 
In a second group, authors discuss examples from Africa, Latin America, and Oceania. They 
show how important it is to include identities and self-determination of ancestral cultures in the 
development of study programmes. Swafeld et al. explore how education developed in New 
Zealand, Aponte et al. present cases from Latin America, Young reports on Pretoria in South 
Africa, and Bryant et al. discuss education in Australia. 

The conclusion discusses perspectives for future education and research. We review sub-
jects and research fndings compiled in the handbook, draw up a list of crosscutting themes, 
and discuss opportunities for comparative analysis. We are hoping for an interested and 
diverse readership, for everyone to be curious about the richness of stories, eager to compare 
diferent concepts and developments, initiatives and methods that this book holds in store. 
Most of all, we wish everyone much enjoyment in discovering, in the great matrix of fnd-
ings compiled in this volume, parallels and cross-references, contradictions and inspirations 
to develop new ideas in order to further develop the feld of landscape architecture education 
research. 
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Notes 
1 Data collection began earlier. The Committee on Education of the (ASLA) started to collect informa-

tion on landscape architecture higher education in 1911, and in 1968, the International Federation of 
Landscape Architect’s (IFLA) Committee on Education published a frst report on survey of educa-
tional institutions in the world. In 1972, Albert Fein presented “A Study of the Profession of Landscape 
Architecture, the Education Study” including a description of the curriculum of ASLA-accredited 
schools (published by the American Society of Landscape Architects, Virginia). 

2 For example, the Journal of the Learning Sciences, Educational Researcher, The Journal of Educational Research, 
The Journal of Research in Science Teaching, and other journals regularly publish scholarly articles that are 
of interest to the education research community and that come from a wide range of areas of education 
research and related disciplines. 
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