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Resumen 

Some species of the Acanthamoeba genus cause keratitis, a very painful, most 
likely unilateral corneal infection, associated with eye and vision impairment. We 
here present a case of a 31-year-old female patient, a regular user of soft contact 
lenses without good practices of lens hygiene and handling. The patient attended 
medical consultation after two months of inflammation and pain in her right eye. 
After ophthalmological studies, and due to suspicion of a parasitic infection, a 
biopsy was performed and the sample submitted for bacteriological and 
parasitological analyses. Moreover, contact lens holders and lens cleaning 
solutions were studied. The samples yielded negative results for bacterial 
infection. However, cultivation of all samples showed the presence of amoeboid 
parasites. Isolated amoebae were morphologically and molecularly classified as 
members of the Acanthamoeba genus. This is the first case of keratitis caused by 
Acanthamoeba in Bahía Blanca, Buenos Aires Province, where the parasite was 
identified by specific and sensitive molecular techniques. 
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